GAYS wereess 
we REee eanen, \iSeAnY 
pad 


CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH 


CRIMEA RED LIGHT WINTER Like the 
Western nations CSULB play is Daily 49er on 
should respect the saved by the skill Facebook for 
referendums result of cast members updates on 


OPINIONS, PAGE 4 DIVERSIONS, PAGE 6 campuse news 


Vol. LIX, Issue 710 Tuesday, March 18, 2014 


www. Daily49er.com 


Two suspects arrested in CSULB student assault case 


Local residents react 
to the alleged assault. 


By STAFF WRITERS 


Two suspects were arrested Wednes- 
day in connection with the assault of 
a 19-year-old Cal State Long Beach 
student, according to the Long Beach 
Police Department. ; 

Police arrested the suspects on suspi- 
cion of trespassing at the Park Avenue 
Apartments on Beverly Plaza, where 
the alleged assault took place. During 
the course of the investigation, though, 
detectives found that the suspects had 


knowledge of the assault, police said in 
a news release. 

The Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s Office charged 20-year-old 
Long Beach resident Jonathan Britton 
with attempted murder, battery with 
serious injury, robbery and assault by 
means of committing great bodily in- 
jury on Friday. He is being held at the 
Twin Towers Correctional Facility in 
Los Angeles on a $50,000 bail, accord- 
ing to the Los Angeles Sheriff's De- 
partment website. 

A 15-year-old suspect was. arrested 
along with Britton, but he was released 
to his parents the same night, according 
to police. 

Anyone with additional informa- 
tion about the investigation is urged 
to contact Long Beach Police Robbery 


Detective Mark Steenhausen at (562) 
570-7465. 


The incident 

The 19-year-old Cal State Long 
Beach student was assaulted and beat- 
en by two suspects at her apartment 
complex on Monday, March 3. 

Records indicate that March 3 was 
also Britton’s 20th birthday. 

On the night of the incident, the vic- 
tim, who asked to not be named, was 


talking to a friend on the phone as she- 


walked outside to retrieve her laundry 
from the laundry room around 11:30 
p.m. 

Within seconds, she saw a light- 
skinned man who told her she was a 
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See ASSAULT, Page 2 Two assault suspects were arrested at Park Aveanue Apartments. 
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Muslim Student Association member Meriam Osman tells students passing by about ongoing events in Syria during the “Selfie Syria” 
event near the International Crossroads on lower campus signs on Monday. 


STUDENTS STAND FOR SYRIA 


The Muslim Student Association aims to spread awareness 


With red balloons in hand, members 
of the Muslim Student Association 
gathered at the International Cross- 
roads Sign outside the Kinesiology 
building yesterday to raise awareness 
of the Syrian conflict as part of national 
Syrian Solidarity Week. 

Bilal Zaheen, a MSA member, said 
the main purpose of yesterday’s event 
was not to take political sides but in- 


stead to spread awareness of the con- 


flict in Syria. 
“We come from a humanitarian per- 


of the Syrian conflict during the weeklong event. 


By VIKANYA CHEA 
Staff Writer 


spective,” Zaheen said. “There are so 
many atrocities that are happening that 
taking a political stance would be a dis- 
service to the issue.” 

Signs about the Syrian conflict were 
also displayed at the International 


-Crossroads Sign, and they presented 


facts ranging from how “the conflict 
has been ongoing for almost three 


years now,” to “four million and more 
Syrians have been displaced out of Syr- 
ia” and “the weather forecast in Syria is 
raining bullets.” 

Students were asked to take a photo 
of themselves holding a balloon with 
the hashtag “#csulbwithsyria” written 
on it, while standing in front of one of 
the fact signs, Zaheen said. 


He said MSA’s goal was to get 
students to post the images on social 
media in order to increase awareness. 

Otto Scheffler, a freshman me- 
chanical engineering major, said he 
participated in the event because he 
empathizes with Syrian people and 
wanted to aid them in some way. 

“Tf I ever felt like my government 
is hurting me, I would want other 
people to help,’ Scheffler said. “I 


See Syris, Page 2 


ASI to 


divest 
from fossil 
fuels 


Investments in 
fossil-fuel industries 
could be pulled as 
soon as April. 


By JUSTINE DELA Rosa 
Staff Writer 


In an effort to make Cal State Long 
Beach more environmentally friendly, the 
Associated Students Inc. Senate is encour- 
aging the campus community to look into 
greener energy alternatives. 

To do this, the ASI Senate passed a 
resolution to support CSULB’s divestment 
from fossil fuels at a meeting on March 5. 

The resolution makes CSULB’s stu- 
dent government the second in the Cal 
State University system to divest from fos- 
sil fuels, as San Francisco State University 
became the first public university on the 
West Coast to divest in 2013, according to 
the resolution’s text. 

ASI Executive Director Richard Haller 
said ASI plans to cut current ties with fos- 
sil fuel companies as well as refrain from 
creating new ones. 

“Our next step is to get out of any cur- 
rent investment deals we have with fossil 
fuels within the next five years, though 
it won't take us that long,” Haller said. 
“We'll probably be fully divested by the 
end of April.” 

ASI will instruct its investment man- 
agers to pull funds in the form of stocks, 
bonds or endowments out of any fossil 
fuel-related industries. 

The resolution calls for other univer- 
sity organizations, including 49er Shops, 
the 49er Foundation and the CSULB Re- 
search Foundation, to follow suit. 


See ASF, Page 2 
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“lovely lady.” As she turned around, 
a second man approached her and 
punched her in the face. 

She said one of the suspects held her 
throat with his right hand while repeat- 
edly hitting her with his left until she 
was unconscious. 

She was later transported to St. Mary 
Medical Center, where she was treated 
for “significant” facial injuries. She 
spent three nights in the hospital and 
was released the morning of Thursday, 
March 6. 


Residents at Park Avenue Apart- 
ments on Beverly Plaza react to 
arrest 

Many CSULB students, who are also 
residents at the Park Avenue Apart- 
ments on Beverly Plaza, said that se- 
curity has increased at the apartments 
following the assault. 

Julie Khou, a senior child develop- 
ment and family life education major, 
has lived in the complex for less than 
a year and said she has noticed an in- 
crease in security following the inci- 
dent. 

‘“T noticed right after it happened,” 
she said. “I saw a lot more security than 
I did the day before. Long Beach has 
always been pretty safe, and there’s a 
police station down the street, but I’ve 
noticed a lot less people out at night.” 

Freshman finance major Ahmed Alz- 
adjali said he is considering moving af- 
ter his lease ends this summer, partially 
because of the incident. 


“T didn’t hear anything. I just got 
a letter from the office about there 
being an accident or something,” he 
said. “I noticed after what happened 
that the security is everywhere now. 
Before the accident, I didn’t see too 
much security here. That’s why I’m 
planning to leave now, after my 
lease ends in the summer.” 

Anna Beckman, who has lived 
in the complex since January, said 
she’s more cautious of her surround- 
ings after the assault. 

“T had one of the security guards 
walk me from my car the other night, 
and he said they brightened all the 
lights in here because people were 
complaining about that,’ she said. 

“I was going to do laundry the 
other day, but I’d rather wait for my 
boyfriend to get here.” 

Pam Watanabe, a Long Beach 
resident who walks by the apart- 
ments almost every day to go to the 
grocery store, said she hasn’t noticed 
anything out of the ordinary. 

“The police precinct is right 
there, but when you're a young girl, 
you have to. have somebody with 
you,” Watanabe said. “There’s no 
way you're gonna fight off two [peo- 
ple]. Just because you're in a beauti- 
ful place that looks harmless doesn’t 
mean there aren’t dangers.” 

The Park Avenue Apartments 
manager declined to comment. 


— Managing Editor Courtney 
Tompkins, Photo Editor Todd Johnson, 
Assistant News Editor Priscella Vega 
and Staff Writer Cynthia Mauleon 
contributed to this report. 
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don’t really have to-do too much, 
and I still feel like I’m still a little bit 
contributing.” 

Another MSA member, Lina El- 
Mahmoud, said she agrees with Schef- 
fler’s sentiments. 

“Although we can’t go over there 
and fix it ourselves, we can raise 
awareness and help Americans to be 


A henna tattoos is applied to a student's with the hashtage 


understanding of what’s going on in the 
Middle East,” she said. 

As part of Syrian Solidarity Week, 
the MSA has also organized a baking 
competition that will take place today 
from noon-to 2 p.m. at the International 
Crossroads Sign. 

A candlelight vigil, meant to remember 
those who died during the Syrian conflict, 
will take place tomorrow from 7 to 9 p.m. 
in front of Brotman Hall, Zaheen said. 

“Not only are we extending our part- 
nership to other clubs, but we’re showing 


the population of the campus that we’re 
joined in the effort ... to spread aware- 
ness about the atrocities that are going 
on,” Zaheen said. “It’s not just an MSA 
thing. It’s a humanitarian thing.” 

On Thursday, the MSA will screen 
two documentaries, “Not Anymore: 
A Story of Revolution” and “Children 
of Aleppo” in the University Student 
Union, Room 305 from 5 to 7 p.m. 

For a complete list of this week’s events 
and schedule, visit MSA’s Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/MsaCsulb. 


AMATULLAH Guyot | DaiLy 49eR 
“#WithSyria” on lower campus Monday. 
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Consequently, ASI will look into al- 
ternative investments in biofuel and other 
environmentally friendly options, Haller 
said. 

Haller said the ASI Senate’s passage 
of the resolution is rooted in a larger 
environmental movement among col- 
leges and universities nationwide. 

“It’s all tied to the notion of sustainabil- 
ity, which is apparently very important to 


college students and this generation,” he 
said. 

One environmentally conscious stu- 
dent is Allyson Roach, senator for the 
College of Health and Human Services, 
who first brought up the idea of sup- 
porting fossil fuel divestment in August 
during ASI’s Leadership Retreat, Haller 
said. 

“Moving away from fossil fuels as a 
campus and looking into greener options 
was an idea Senator Roach introduced and 
was determined to implement this year,” 
he said. ~ 


College of Liberal Arts Senator James 
Dinwiddie, one of the resolution’s 11 spon- 
sors, said he supported the resolution be- 
cause he has a background in environmen- 
tal issues. 

“J was eager to sponsor the resolu- 
tion and work with the other senators,” 
he said. “I have taken numerous classes 
in the geography department that have 
led me to believe that this is a just 
cause.” 

The resolution provides facts about the 
dangers of carbon dioxide emissions, the 
high costs of coal extraction and coal’s 


negative consequences upon health. 

Dinwiddie said the resolution is impor- 
tant because it continues to show the CSU 
system and the campus community that 
CSULB is committed to making itself a 
greener place. 

Freshman international business 
major Annamaria Del Mundo said she 
hopes this change will inspire additional 
changes to CSULB’s sustainability pol- 
icy. 

“T think it’s a good move, and I hope 
it sparks more environmentally friendly 
decisions,” she said. “For example, ASI 
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and the rest of the school could look 
into having more solar panels and really 
informing students about how much en- 
ergy they use.” . 

Sophomore computer science major 
Emil Evangelista agreed. “I think it’s good 
for the environment,’ Evangelista said. 
“Tt’s progress, I guess.” 

For some students, though, money is the 
largest concern. 3 

“Tf it doesn’t increase our student fees, 
I don’t see any disadvantage,” senior hu- 
man development major Kristin Candaza 
said. 
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LA‘s 4.4-magnitude earthquake a wake-up call for residents to prepare 


LOS ANGELES — The magnitude 
4.4 earthquake that struck near Los An- 
geles’ Westwood neighborhood early 
Monday was a “rude awakening” for 
residents who remain vulnerable to be- 
ing caught unprepared by a major tem- 
blor, Mayor Eric Garcetti said. 

The earthquake that struck in Sher- 
man Oaks at. 6:25 a.m. PDT was the 
most significant shake in Southern Cali- 


fornia.since a 5.5-earthquake hit Chino... 


Hills in 2008. It was’ followed’ up by 
seven smaller temblors, with two regis- 
tering as magnitude 2.5 or greater, ac- 
cording to the U.S. Geological Survey. 
“The temblor struck roughly one month 
after Garcetti announced plans to, for the 


first time, partner with the U.S. Geologi- - 
cal Survey to better protect private build-- 


ings as well as telecommunications and 
water supplies during a major quake. 
“Today’s earthquake is a reminder that 
every L.A. family must be prepared with 
food, water and other essentials, as well 
as a plan,’ Garcetti said in a statement 
Monday. “While it appears the greatest 
impact of this temblor was a rude awak- 
ening, we are executing our post-earth- 


quake protocols to survey our neighbor- . 


hoods and critical infrastructure.” 

With no reports:of injuries or signifi- 
cant damage Monday, officials seized on 
the quake to remind residents to be pre- 
pared for a major seismic event. The 
quake struck the northern edge of the San- 
ta Monica Mountains, an area that has not 
seen much recent seismological activity. 

Jennifer Graham, a 37-year-old 
teacher from Venice, was at her boy- 
friend’s home in Sherman Oaks when 
the earthquake struck. 

“T’ve been through a lot of earth- 


Roya Alagh, manager of Sherman Oaks Beauty Center on Ventura Blvd. in Sherman Oaks, Calif., 


MCT 


cleans up hair products that fell from’shelves after a magnitude_4.4 earthquake, Monday, March 17. 


quakes, this one felt just more violent,” 
she said. 

As she walked her boyfriend’s lab- 
radoodle, she said Monday’s quake re- 
minded her to double-check the house’s 
water and food supply in case a bigger, 
more damaging quake hits. 

“Tt makes me ask questions,” she said. 
“Being ready is the intelligent thing to 
do, but you get so busy, you don’t really 


\ 


think about it. This is a good reminder.” 

At the-home of Debbie Seidel, a 
42-year-old mother of two, there was 
a fallen mirror resting on a chest that 
managed not to shatter, and her daugh- 
ter’s shoe rack had come unhinged and 
was spilling items to the ground. 

Their house is located at the estimat- 
ed epicenter of the quake. 

“Tt was fast and hard,” she said. “You 
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felt that it was close. It was intense, but 
super short.” 

She said her family of four will likely 
talk about the quake over dinner. Despite 
being born and raised in California, she 
said when this quake hit, she wasn’t sure 
what to do. The family has a metal bin 
full of items in case of an earthquake, but 
Seidel said she wasn’t sure what was in it 
anymore, or if she could even open the lid. 
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“You've got to stay on top of it,” Se- 
idel said. 

Even more so if Monday’s magnitude 
4.4 temblor marks the beginning of the end 
of L.A.’s years-long “earthquake drought.” 

Typically, seismologists would ex- 
pect a 4.4-sized earthquake about once 
a year in the Los Angeles Basin, but that 
hasn’t happened for years. 

“We don’t know if this is the end of 
the earthquake drought we’ve had over 
the last few years, and we won’t know 
for many months,” said California In- 
stitute of Technology seismologist Egill 
Hauksson. 

Significant earthquakes were far 
more common in the Los Angeles Basin 
in the 1980s and 1990s, when the 1987 
Whittier Narrows earthquake, the 1991 
Sierra Madre earthquake, and the 1994 
Northridge earthquake occurred. 

Monday’s quake is a reminder of the 
larger seismic forces that have shaped 
Southern California, as the Pacific tectonic 
plate underneath Los Angeles is grinding 
up north against the North American plate, 
northeast of the San Gabriel Mountains. 

Past earthquakes since ancient times 
are the reasons why Southern California 
has mountains; quakes pushed up the San- 
ta Monica and San Gabriel mountains. 

Nancy King, a geophysicist with the 
U.S. Geological Survey, said Monday 
that she hoped the most recent jolt could 
be used as a teachable moment. 

“We live in earthquake country and 
we can expect earthquakes frequently 
and the big one, one day,” she said. “We 
don’t know when that one’s coming.” 


— Matt Stevens, Rong-Gong Lin II 
and Rosanna Xia, Los Angeles Times 


$99 SPECIAL 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 


EYE EXAM + 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
10% OFF CONTACT LENSES 
20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


4 


OPINIONS 


Tuesday, March 18, 2014 


www.Daily49er.com 


OpedD49er@gmail.com 


fter weeks of heated turmoil in Crimea, it appears that the 
Crimean people agree with Vladmir Putin. 
Last night, with an 83 percent voter turn out, 96.7 percent of 
\.the Crimean parliament voted in favor of becoming a part of 
Russia. 

We think that if the voting results truly stem from the voice of the Crime- 
an people, then the nation should be able to secede from Ukraine. 

However, it seems that some news media are skeptical about the legiti- 
macy of the election results. According to reports from Huffington Post and 
Reuters, the only options were to join Russia or to restore Crimea to its status 
under its 1992 Constitution. This second option would not let Crimea keep its 
current autonomy and would likely have only delayed Russia’s power grab. 

The Western powers, U.S. and other European countries, stated it is ille- 
gal for Crimea to secede and refused to recognize Crimea as a part of Russia, 


according to an article from the Washington Post. 
President Barack Obama warned Putin of the impending danger Russia 


will face if he stands firm in Ukraine. 


“Further provocations will achieve nothing except to further isolate Russia 
and diminish its place in the world,” according to an article from CNN. 

Ukrainian Interim President, Oleksandr Turchynoy, assured the public 
yesterday that the outcome of this vote will never lead to a Russian annexa- 


tion of Crimea. 


Despite Turchynov’s resistance, if the Crimean people stand firm on 


RESPECT CRIMEAS VOTE 


seceding, then Crimea should be allowed to go back to its initial owner, 
Russia. 

It appears to us that Crimea is rushin’ to get away from Ukraine, 

Turchynov announced a partial mobilization of the Ukrainian armed 
forces and said Ukrainian government will do “everything possible” to 
amend the crisis diplomatically. He gave credit to the Crimean people for 
remaining peaceful and non-responsive to the mounting aggression from the 
Russian armed forces. 

The most important issue, though, is that the secession could hit Crimea 
hard economically. It is important to note that Crimea is almost entirely de- 
pendent on Ukraine’s resources, with 80 percent of its electricity, 90 percent 
of the water and $1.2 billion budget coming from Kiev, according to CNN. 

The next steps in response to the voting results include Russia propos- 
ing an international support group to mediate the crisis, a move towards a 
constitution that would include Russian as an official language in Crimea 
and keeping the Russian currency in circulation alongside the Crimean cur- 
rency, according to CNN. 

Regardless of the impending outcome for Crimea, we stand by our 
disagreement with Putin’s methods. We, however, understand his intentions 
to make Crimea a part of Russia, seeing as how there is a large Russian 
population in Crimea. 

If the Crimean people want to leave the Ukraine, then “So-vi-et.” 


Edward 


Snowden 
takes on 


NSA at 
SXSW 


By Nick CHAVEZ 
Assistant Opinions Editor 


n March 10 at the SXSW 

arts and culture festival, 

whistleblower and 

former National Security 
Association (NSA) contractor Edward 
Snowden gave a live video presenta- 
tion from Russia regarding the NSA, 
privacy and government electronic 
surveillance, according to The San 
Francisco Gate. 

During his presentation, Snowden 
stated that the NSA’s mass surveil- 
lance of U.S. citizens causes agents to 
overlook legitimate suspects because 
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they are overly occupied surveying 
everyone in bulk, according to The 
Washington Post. So while the NSA 
definitely surveys everyone in large 
quantity, the quality of the surveillance 
was sub-par. 

Snowden blames the NSA’s inef- 
fective method for the 2013 Boston 
Marathon Bombing and for the 
attempted attack on a jetliner on 
Christmas 2009. 

Snowden said mass electronic sur- 
veillance methods are implemented by 
the NSA to gather data in the name of 
“national security.” 

These methods include the record- 
ing of private phone calls, hacking 
private emails and collecting data 
illicitly among other things, according 
to The Telegraph. 

What makes this so controversial 
among the people is whether this is a 
violation of the Fourth Amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution, which states that 
there shall be no search and/or seizure- 
without a warrant obtained through 
due process. 

“We’ve actually had a tremendous 
intelligence failure because ... we’re 
monitoring everybody’s communi- 
cations instead of suspects’ commu- 
nications,” Snowden stated during 
his presentation. This has “caused 
us to miss” intelligence that could 
be potentially vital for security. 

Snowden’s claims are backed by a 
recent report conducted by the New 
America Foundation in January of 
2014. 
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The report is based upon an 
analysis of 225 cases of individuals 
recruited by terrorist groups and 
charged by the U.S. with terrorism 
since 2001. It details that while the 
NSA’s electronic surveillance did 
contribute to gathering legitimate in- 
telligence, the intelligence gathered 
through this method was minimal 
and only instigated 1.8 percent of 
total investigations. 

Rather, the strategies that contrib- 
uted most to gathering intelligence and 
initiating investigations were more tra- 
ditional methods of espionage, such as 
leads from informants, tips from local 
communities and targeted intelligence 
operations. 

With this information in mind, J am 
rethinking whether the questionable 
behavior of the NSA and the U.S. gov- 
ernment is really worth the compro- 
mise of civil liberties. 

If such surveillance is so imprac- 
tical compared with methods that do 
not violate civil liberties to the same 
extent as the mass surveillance, then 
why bother continuing to use it? 

I feel that to continue to use such 
methods only creates more insecu- 
rity as it risks U.S. security officials 
missing important factors that could 
potentially save lives. 

If there are other options available 
that are shown to be more effective 
than the mass surveillance, then they 
should be given priority over the 
mass surveillance the NSA imple- 
ments. 
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STUDENTS REACT: 


SUSPECT ARRESTED IN CONNECTION TO 
ASSAULT ON CSULB sTUDENT 


“What the f**k were those guys 
thinking?” 


Jaimebel Angkahan, 


freshman kinesiology major 


“Te’s good they were captured. Sus- 


pects usually don’t get caught [in Long 
Beach].” 


Sebastian Estores, 
junior nutrition major 


“Man, it’s good the police finally 
caught them. That apartment may need 
more security ... like the dorms.” 


Elias Hiller, 


senior chemical engineering major 
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Pit bulls are not people ... or are they? 


By Paice PELONIS 


Assistant Opinions Editor 


When someone abuses a child, 
in any shape or form, public outcry 
seldom sides with the abuser. Beat- 
ing a child in the face and render- 
ing him or her with a broken eye 
socket, cheek bone and lower jaw is 
depraved, animal-like behavior that 
would result in legal consequences 
for the offender. 

Change the word “beating” to 
“biting” and swap out a human being 
for an actual animal, and appar- 
ently justice no longer automatically 
prevails. 

A municipal court judge will 
rule on March 25 to determine the 
fate of Mickey, the pit bull who put 
four-year-old Kevin Vicente in the 
hospital in Arizona with the afore- 
mentioned injuries, according to the 
Washington Post. Since when are 
canines entitled to a trial? 

Will Mickey be rising to his own 
defense? Of course not — he is a dog. 
Not to worry, attorney John Schill 
will be working the case “pro bono 
at the request of The Lexus Project, 
a non-profit that collects money to 
legally defend canines,” according to 
the Associated Press. 

Furthermore, the DailyMail 
reported that a Facebook “petition 
to SAVE [the] pit bull” has gathered 
44,000 signatures from those who 
would like to see Mickey back in 
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the comforts of his home. I stand on 
the side of the mere 500 Facebook 
signatures supporting the four-year- 
old victim’s return to his home. But, 
decisions about Mickey are in the 
hands of an overly politicized court 
room setting at this point. 
According to an article written by 
the Northeast Ohio Media Group, 
“the mauling has renewed debate 
about pit bulls.” The article sites 
specific, recent events involving 
pit bulls attacks against humans, 
some of which have been fatal for 
the victims, and then comments that 


Attacked child on left | Mickey the pit bull on the right 


’ “attitudes about the dogs are soften- 


ing.” The case is no longer Vicente 
vs. Mickey, it is now more accurately 
pit bulls vs. the U.S., as defenders of 
the vicious creatures are all over the 
nation. 

The defense for the violence of 
pit bulls argues that the dogs are not 
naturally aggressive, rather they are 
products of their environment; ne- 
glect, abuse, etc. Their handlers are 
what cause these dogs to go bad. But 
isn’t that same idea widely believed 
to be true of humans? 

If Mickey gets to go home at the 


end of March because the court ruled 
that the negligence of the humans 
involved caused the accident, then 
what about violent human offend- 
ers who claim they became violent 
because of their upbringing? 
Currently, these arguments are 
handled on a case-by-case basis, but 
if the courts eventually condone the 
violence of an entire breed of dog 
based on the belief that these kinds 
of dogs are raised improperly, then 
the entire breed of violent men and 
women will have four legs to stand 
on in court with that same argument. 
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‘Red Light Winter’ is poorly written, but well-played 


Sex, AIDS and unrequited 
love make for a dull plot, 

but CSULB student actors 
keep the audience awake. 


By PAIGE PELONIS 
Assistant Opinions Editor 


The protagonist’s explanation of the 
play he is currently writing is lobbed in 
the middle of the first act of “Red Light 
Winter,’ the play by Adam Rapp that 
was staged on campus from the end of 
February through Sunday of March. 

In the description, a train crash 
leaves a young boy in a coma. Years 
later, at the request of the father, the en- 
gineer responsible for the accident mer- 
cy-kills the boy. This plot he describes 
beats that of “Red Light Winter” any 
day, though there probably wouldn’t be 
as much sex in it. 

The three characters — protagonist, 
antagonist and “French” prostitute 
— were played by junior theatre ma- 
jor Bradley Roa, senior theatre major 
Cameron Neckers and 17-year-old ju- 
nior business major Christine Penn, 
respectively. Rapp — who, according to 
Penn, supposedly fashioned the cocky 
character of Davis after himself — left 
the actors with nothing but their own 
devices to bring life to his play, that for 
some unfathomable reason nearly won 
the 2006 Pullitzer Prize. 

It’s no fault of the Cal State Long 
Beach Theatre Arts Department that 
the stale conflict of unrequited love set 
at a table for three is ripe with cliché, 
though one might wonder why it was 
selected for production. Director Olivia 
Trevifio is actually something of a five- 
star chef for her ability to transform 
the original play’s few ingredients into 
something palatable. 

The 2005 drama plods along from 
a confined living space in Amsterdam 
in the first act, to a dorm-sized apart- 
ment in the East Village in the second. 
In both acts, though difficult to distin- 
guish by set alone, the plot is not driven 
by much other than witty — a term used 
loosely here — banter between the two 
leading males, Matt and Davis. 

Both men are clever “wordsmiths” 
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FACEBOOK 


Cameron Neckers, left, Christine Penn and Bradley Roa, right, stand in their love triangle as they 
rehearse for CSULB’s production of “Red Light Winter,” which played through Sunday. 


of sorts, though this may be their only 
shared feature. From physique to soul, 
they are portrayed as utter opposites. 
Matt is the aspiring playwright, who 
in the first act, is so pathetically torn 
up over a loss of love from years prior, 
he nearly kills himself. Davis is every- 
thing contrary to that. 

Neckers, who plays Matt, stole most 
scenes with his largeness, both physical 
and intangible. How could Christina help 
but fall for Neckers’s sharp portrayal of 
the hilarious, yet so totally despicable, 
bad-boy? In turn, how could Roa’s mal- 
leable, puppy-dog reality of Matt help 
but fall in love with Penn’s seductive, yet 
so strikingly innocent, performance of 
Christina? 

Penn’s charming French accent 
was endearing, though she seemed to 
breathe more easily in the sections of 


No formal admission to 


the play where she dropped the French 
facade. Her brave sexuality on stage 
was much more than a mere crowd- 
pleasér for thé students in the audience. 

The performance given by Bradley 
Roa is almost indescribable. His energy 
was unrivaled the entire night as he was 
absolutely committed to every moment. 
Roa was onstage for almost the entire- 
ty of the play, and when he finally did 
leave the space in the final moments, 
the show seemed to fall into a kind of 
chaos. 

A rape of the spirit unfolded as Chris- 
tina found herself in the rough hands 
of Davis, who took her with an animal 
aggression that was difficult to watch. 
Matt returned to the space to find him- 
self alone, and the play came to a close. 

Matt confessed that he had given up 
on the play he was working on in Am- 
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sterdam, and was currently writing a 
play that documented the tale that is 
“Red Light Winter.” He then embarked 
on what seemed like his hundredth 
rambling monologue as he described 
every element of the show he was liter- 
ally in the middle of performing. 

In this monologue Matt comments 
that his current piece, “Red Light Win- 
ter,” is not a well-made play. If not for 
that small bit of honesty, Rapp’s sup- 
posedly autobiographical tale would 
be entirely without a semblance of true 
human spirit. 

Without the aesthetically pleas- 
ing movement pieces orchestrated by 
CSULB’s Ezra LeBank, and the free- 
dom by which the three actors lived in 
this trumped-up world of love and sex 
and AIDs, the play would have more 
likely been a two and a half hour nap. 
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Week of March 18 


TOM RIGNEY & 


FLAMBEAU 
Wednesday and Thursday 

7 to 9 p.m. 

6200 E Atherton St. 
American Roots Music influ- 
enced Tom Rigney & Flam- 
beau will be blasting blues 
and New Orleans tunes and is 
sure to be shaking things up 
at the Carpenter Genter. Come 
on down and get your groove 
on, ticket prices vary. 


EN LA NOCHE 
Friday 

5 to 9 p.m. 

628 Alamitos Ave. 

Visit the Museum of Latin 
American Art to kick start 
your weekend. Each Friday 
night features a different 
theme. At this event, there 
will be music, food, drink 
and other cultural festivities. 
Admission is $6 to $9. 


CULINARY HERB 
GARDEN WORK- 


SHOP 

Saturday 

10 to 12:30 p.m. 

6400 E Bixby Hill Rd. 

Have you ever wanted to 
grow your own herbs and 
cultivate a garden, but 
weren't sure were to start? 
Join Chef Debbi Dubbs at 
Rancho Los Alamitos as she 


- *“sharés her“tips and tricks” 


for the perfect culinary herb 
garden. The workshop is 

$60 and includes take-home 
containers, customized plant 
tag, herbal refreshments and 
herb scones. 


CORRECTION: 


Yesterday’s story titled “Tailored 
for Success,” misstated the ma- 
terials used to fashion Tailored 


Supply’s metal roses. The metal 
roses are made of stainless steel 
and galvanized metal. 


CARTOONISTS 
WANTED! 


Join the Daily 49er and see 
your work here! 


Contact us at 
eicd49er@gmail.com 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ClassAdD49er@gmail.com 


27 LEGAL SERVICES 


Legal Concerns? On-Campus 
consultation with private 

attorney (562)481-5884 

Michael Lindley Esq. ‘ 


18575 - 5.23.14 


35 EMPLOYMENT Opport. 


Circle Marina Hand Car Wash 

4800 E PCH Needs P/T ticket 
writer $8.50 an hour and 
communications. 5 minutes from 
CSULB 562-494-4698. Apply online 
www.circlemarinacarwash.com. 
Communication majors preferred. 


18582 -3.26.14 


35 EMPLOYMENT Opport. 


Gymnastic and Cheer Tumbling 
Coaches Wanted. 


39 Joss WANTED 


For Sale! Long term funding revenue 
ideas. Too big to fail. General rate 
multi-billion anually. For California 
Universities, building repairs. 
(310)521-9961 


18583 - 3.20.14 


Summer Day Camp 


Seeks fun, caring summer 
staff that reside in or near 
the San Fernando & 
Conejo Valleys 
Counselors, Lifeguards & 
Instructors for horses, crafts, 
gym, rock climbing, and more! 
$3275-$3500+ / Summer 


www.Daily49er.com 


Teach English in Korea! 


_]$1,300~ 400/month (15hrs/week) + 


airfares, housing, medical insurance. 


Lost day to apply: 5/30/14 
Please visit the website www.talk.go.kr 


$1,600-2,500/month + housing, airfare, 
medical insurance, paid vacation. 

Must have BA degree and TESOL or TEFL 
certificate. 


Lost day to apply: Sometime in May 
“this day is tentative and could change 
depending on circumstances” * 


7 


Tuesday, March 18, 2014 


Show your support for = AOER 


Coffee Mugs $7 


T-Shirts $13 


Purchase now at SSPA 010B Daily 49er Office - (562)985-5736 


Looking for fun enthusiastic Please visit the website www.epik.go.kr 
reliable coaches. Flex schedule. 888-784-CAMP 
Please email kidnasticsegmail.com www -workatcamp.com 


18584 - 3.27.14 


35 EMPLOYMENT Opporrt. 


BECOME AN EGG DONOR 
(Asian Egg Donors in high demand!) 


Front desk personnel needed. 
Help create families, compensation is 


Great customer service. Flex hrs. 
If interested please email 
kidnasticsegmail.com and attach 


generous. Seeking reliable, healthy, 
women age 21-30. 
resume. Call today! (877) 492-7411 or visit 
www.westcoasteggdonation.com 


18585 - 3.27.14 
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, Announcements . Internships . Apts./ Houses Wanted - 


. Roommates Wanted 
. Apts. for Rent 

. Houses for Rent 

. Rooms for Rent 

. Condos for Rent 

. Condos for Sale 

. Houses for Sale 

. Motorcycles 

. Used Cars for Sale 

. Used Cars Wanted 


. Organizations ~ . English Tutoring 

. Typing . Tutor Needed 

. Volunteers . Pets 

. Insurance . Employment Opport. 
. Travel . Auditions 

. Lost . Jobs Wanted 

. Found . Misc for Sale 

. Legal Services . Computers for Sale 

. Child Care . Music Lessons 

. School & Instruction . Boats 


8 


Tuesday, March 18, 2014 


SPORTS 


www. Daily49er.com 


SOUTH REGION 
TOP SEEDS 


Florida was awarded the top over- 
all seed and is the favorite to win the 
South. The next three highest seeds 
(Kansas, Syracuse and UCLA) are all 
attractive on paper but each have their 
issues. 

Kansas has struggled lately without 
star big man Joel Embiid, Syracuse has 
lost five of its last seven after opening 
the season 25-0, and UCLA can be in- 
credibly inconsistent (the Bruins beat 
Arizona to win the Pac-12 tournament 

~ but lost to Washington State last week). 


POSSIBLE UPSETS 

Fifth-seeded Virginia Common- 
wealth has been a popular upset pick 
in the past, but this time it’s the Rams 
who may get beat. They will face 12th- 
seeded Stephen F. Austin, a team that 
hasn’t lost since November and match- 
es up well with VCU. 

Also look out for No. 9 Pittsburgh 
over No. 8 Colorado and No. 13 Tulsa 
over UCLA. - : 
PREDICTION 

Florida will have the easiest time 
of all of the No. 1 seeds reaching the 
Final Four, as the Gators may not even 
have to face the other top seeds in the 
South thanks to upsets. 


ip 


WHATS IN YOUR 


BRACKET? 


Not Long Beach State. 


By JASON. CLARK ~ 
Sports Editor 


It’s that time of year again. That time of year when 
even the most casual of sports fans go crazy over teams 
they’ve never heard of, when college basketball junk- 
ies try to figure out the formula to a perfect bracket. 

Why wouldn’t you? It’s fun, keeps you interested 
and this time perfection can win you a billion dollars 
courtesy of Warren Buffett and Quicken Loans (just 
Google it if you don’t know what I’m talking about). 

By now most of you have probably filled out at least 
one bracket. Some of you have made multiple: one with 
picks you truly believe, incorporating a couple upsets 
just to be cool, another featuring a Final Four run by 
Manhattan because you like the mascot “Jaspers,” and 
finally a scratch bracket where there are absolutely 
zero upset picks because it might just happen. 

If you’re still pondering your picks, have a couple 
more brackets to fill out, or know nothing about sports 
and would simply like to avoid looking foolish, this 


article is for you. 


WEST REGION 


TOP. SEEDS 

The West region is led by Arizona, 
Wisconsin, Creighton and San Diego 
State. Arizona has an easy path to 
the elite eight, with SDSU (a team 
the Wilcats beat by nine earlier in 


“the season) standing as its biggest 
_ obstacle. 


Creighton is the most intriguing of 
the top seeds, as Doug McDermott and 
the Bluejays have arguably the most 
dangerous offense in the country. They 
are susceptible to off nights, though, 
and may be eliminated early because 
of that. 


POSSIBLE UPSETS 

Oklahoma State has had its share of 
drama this year, but the ninth-seeded 
Cowboys still feature a talented roster 
led by Marcus Smart. A win over No. 8 
Gonzaga in the first round is hardly out 
of the question. 


PREDICTION 

Arizona was on top of the polls 
for most of the season and is my pick 
for the national title. The Wildcats 
have good nonconference wins over 
SDSU, Duke and Michigan (all teams 
now with top-four seeds) and have the 
makeup to continue that success deep 
into March. 


EAST REGION 


TOP SEEDS 

Virginia made a run through the 
Atlantic Coast Conference tournament 
that earned it a No. 1 seed despite be- 
ing perceived as less dangerous than 
some of the other teams in the region, 
like second-seeded Villanova and 
fourth-seeded Michigan State. Iowa 
State earned the third seed in the East 
after winning the Big 12 tournament. 


POSSIBLE UPSETS 

The easiest upset pick in the en- 
tire bracket sits in this region: 11th- 
seeded Providence over sixth-seeded 
North Carolina. Providence just upset 
Creighton for the Big East tourna- 
ment title, and UNC has been losing to 
teams it should beat all year long. 

Another popular upset pick is Tom- 
my Amaker’s Harvard team, which 
will face No. 5 Cincinnati in the first 
round. 


PREDICTION 

MSU is a popular pick to emerge as 
the champion of the East Region, and 
I’m hopping on the bandwagon. The 
Spartans are hot, having just won the 
Big Ten tournament and don’t face a 
particularly challenging path to the 
Final Four with Virginia being the top 
seed in the region. 
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MIDWEST REGION 


TOP SEEDS 

Wichita State succeeded Gonzaga 
as the mid-major No. | seed this year, 
as the Shockers have not lost a single 
game this season. They haven’t had a 
very strong schedule, though, mak- 
ing them vulnerable to “upsets” from 
Michigan, Duke and Louisville, the 
other top seeds in the Midwest. 

This region is without a doubt the 
toughest to make it out of, as Michigan 
and Louisville are both hot, and Duke 
features a future lottery pick in Jabari 
Parker. 


POSSIBLE UPSETS 

The winner of the North Carolina 
State/Xavier play-in game has a great 
chance to upset fifth-seeded Saint Lou- 
is, which has proven to be a tad over- 
rated the last couple years. 

No. 6 Massachusetts may also be 
seeded too highly and could be beat by 
either Iowa or Tennessee depending on 
who wins the play-in game. 


PREDICTION 

Wichita State has had a great sea- 
son, but nobody will be too shocked 
when the Shockers lose to Louisville 
in the Elite Eight. It'll either be the 
Cardinals or Michigan that advance to 
the Final Four. 
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BIG WEST STANDINGS 
BASEBALL 

Cal Poly 0-0 17-3 
UC Santa Barbara 0-0 13-3 
UC Irvine 0-0 13-6 
Cal State Fullerton 0-0 10-7 
LONG BEACH STATE 0-0 10-8 
UC Davis 0-0 11-9 
UC Riverside 0-0 11-9 
Hawaii 0-0 8-11 
Cal State Northridge 0-0 8-13 
SOFTBALL 

. CONE OVR. 
UC Santa Barbara 0-0 18-6 


LONG BEACH STATE 0-0 20-8 


Cal State Northridge 0-0 17-9 


Cal Poly 0-0 16-11 
Cal State Fullerton 0-0 17-12 
UC Riverside 0-0 15-12 
Hawaii 0-0 13-14 
UC Davis 0-0 11-19 
WOMEN’S TENNIS 

__. COR = OOVR 
LONG BEACH STATE 4-0 9-2 
UC Irvine 4-0 8-5 
Hawaii 2-1 7-7 
UC Santa Barbara 2-1 3-12 
Cal State Northridge 2-2 6-4 
UC Davis 2-2 7-6 
Cal Poly 0-3 3-7 
UC Riverside — 0-3 0-14 
Cal State Fullerton 0-4 3-10 
WOMEN’S WATER POLO 


Cal State Northridge 0-0 15-5 


LONG BEACH STATE _0-0 15-6 


UC Irvine 0-0 15-6 
Hawaii 0-0 11-5 
UC Davis 0-0 11-11 
UC Santa Barbara 0-0 8-11 
MPSF STANDINGS 
MEN’S VOLLEYBALL 
Brigham Young 15-2 15-4 
LONG BEACH STATE = 12-4 15-4 
Pepperdine 42-5 12-5 
UC Santa Barbara 12-6 13-6 
UCLA 1-7 14-8 
Stanford 11-7 14-7 
UC Irvine 11-8 14-9 
Southern Califronia 11-8 12-8 
Hawaii 9-9 11-10 
Cal State Northridge 6-10 7-12 
Cal Baptist 2-15 4-17 
Pacific 1-15 2-17 
UC San Diego 1-18 2-19 


CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK 


Daily 49er Sports 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 
ca @49erSports 
| 


